
Golf Committee Meeting 
City Hall, 11th Fl, Park Conference Room 

January 24, 2017 
4pm 
 

Present: Hoyt Hillman, President, Chair, Greg Ferris, At-Large, Cindy Renard, District III, Richard 
Schodorf, District V, Debbie Burch, District VI, Michelle Haun, Shana Appelhanz, Troy Hendricks, Troy 
Houtman, Scot Weller, David Buschschulte 
 
Not Present: Dr. Michael Williams, District 1, Thomas West, District II, Leon Lungwitz, District IV 
 
Hillman called the meeting to order at 4:02 pm. 
 

Public Agenda 
 

Regular Agenda Items 
 
Approval of Minutes from 12/13/2016 
Renard stated that she was referring to a 3-hole, short game practice area in the overflow parking 
lot, not the driving range. 
 
Ferris move to approve as amended. 
 
Renard 2nd. 

 
Rounds/Expenditures  
Hendricks stated that rounds were down 5%.  Revenue was down 3%.  Expenditures and 
encumbrances were up 2%.  Net income was down quite a bit, but we still finished with a profit. The 
National Weather Service stated that 2008, 2015 and 2016 were all in the top 10 wettest years.   
 
Ferris stated that in 2014, total rounds were down about 1000 rounds.  He thought we raised rates 
$1.00 in 2015. 
 
Hendricks stated that we did not raise fees that year, just season pass prices in 2016 and just the 
senior rate in 2015. 
 
Ferris reiterated that the increases were in 2013 and 2014 and not 2014 and 2015. 

 
Golf Carts Update 
Hendricks stated that all the RFPs were received last week and the selection committee has been 
selected.  The vendor presentation is scheduled for February 7th.  Ezgo bid both gas and electric, 
Club Car bid electric and EFI and Yamaha bid all three. 
 
Ferris asked what the rest of the timeline looks like. 
 
Hendricks stated that following the meeting with the vendors, he is optimistic that the committee will 
make a selection on the 7th.   
 
Houtman stated that this information is not available for public knowledge.  If we have a decision on 
the 7th, we should get through budget and finance within a week or two.  We should be able to take it 
to Council in late February or early March.  Hopefully we can expect delivery by the end of March. 
 
Golf Advisory Committee By-Laws  
Hillman stated that the by-laws were presented to the Park Board.  A couple changes were 
recommended.  The attendance policy will be inserted in its entirety.  The amendments to by-laws 
were changed to say that the Board of Park Commissioners would make amendments, not the 
advisory committee.  Wording for the president was changed from unanimous to majority and 
members will serve at the pleasure of the Park Board appointer and that committee members will 
communicate with their respective Board of Park Commissioners members on a regular basis. 



 
Ferris stated he would recommend adding when a president should be elected.  He recommends 
that it follow the meeting in which the Park Board holds their elections. 
 
Schodorf stated that regarding serving at the pleasure of their Park Board appointer, he feels it 
should include due process and make it known why a member is removed.  He would recommend 
term limits for members.  It should be brought in front of the Park Board and not the individual 
appointer when a member is removed.  
 
Hillman asked how to improve the wording and suggested “with the approval of the Park Board.” 
 
Schodorf stated that would be good.   
 
Ferris stated that term limits for the committee are not necessary.   
 
Hillman recommended changing it to state that members will be appointed by their respective Board 
of Park Commissioner and approved by the Park Board.  
 
Ferris motioned to approve as amended. 
 
Schodorf 2nd. 
 
Golfer “no show” policy 
Hendricks stated that when we started booking online tee times, we removed the need to add a 
credit card when booking online.  With that change, we have seen an increase in golfer no shows.  
We have the ability to block people from making online tee times.  We would like to make a policy 
that if golfers do not show up for three booked tee times they would be blocked from booking online. 
 
Ferris stated that he recommends notifying golfers that we will be implementing this policy. 
 
Schodorf suggested adding a disclaimer to the website regarding the policy as well. 
 
Ferris asked if you can limit booking to one course per day.  
 
Schodorf recommended two instead of three infractions. 
 
Ferris agreed and asked if an email can be generated. 
 
Appelhanz stated that staff would be notified, but not the golfer. 

 
Young Business Professionals Demographic 
Hendricks stated that during the presentation in Austin, they pointed out that we need to target more 
millennials (18-23).  Since the young adult pass expires at 23, we were considering a pass for age 
24-30. 
 
Ferris asked if we will attract enough new golfers to make it worthwhile. 
 
Schodorf asked if we can use YPW (Young Professionals of Wichita) to see if we can grow golfers.  
We should offer them discounts for group lessons. 
 
Ferris stated that we should offer a discounted round to any new golfers, not just those who take 
group lessons. 
 
Hillman agreed. 
 
Hendricks stated that our new guide is now interactive. 
 
Ferris stated that it doesn’t make sense to let youth play for $5 on weekend mornings.  Give them 
the same restrictions as seniors, playing after 12.   



 
Burch asked if there was a way to look at the numbers to see how many are playing on weekend 
mornings. 
 
Hendricks stated he would have to look at the individual pass players. 
 
Ferris made a motion for a young adult pass be restricted until noon on weekends, like the other 
passes. 
 
Hillman 2nd. 
 
Voted unanimously for the recommendation to go to the Park Board.  
 
Ferris stated that we should have further discussion regarding the extension of the age for the young 
adult pass.  He made a motion to have Troy bring back pricing for different age groups to our next 
meeting. 
 
Schodorf 2nd. 

 
Voted unanimously. 

 
Open Discussion 
Hillman stated that he would like to move the April meeting from the 18th to the 11th.   
 
Ferris stated that would be fine and made a motion. 
 
Schodorf 2nd. 
 
Voted unanimously. 
 
Hendricks stated that he may be late for the next meeting. 
 
Appelhanz stated that we now own the Wichita Junior Golf Foundation domain.  We will also start 
online registrations for junior golf.  We recently assisted them with creating a Facebook page. We 
have also added tournament registration to our Webstore for online registration.   
 
Henricks stated that First Tee will be expanding their program to include LW Clapp and Auburn Hills 
and they will also be going to the new par 3 course in Valley Center. 
 
Renard stated that there is no Ladies League Thursday evenings at LW Clapp. 
 
Appelhanz stated that she will remove that from the website.  She also stated that we will post any 
league information that is supplied to us. 
 
Ferris moved adjourn. 
 
There being no further discussion, meeting adjourned at 5:23pm. 
 
Next Meeting March 7, 2017 

 

 

 

 


